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scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOMSMAKERS'   CHAT  THURSDAY,  May  25,  1939. 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  Oi^Y) 

SUBJECT:     "COTTON  FOR  GRADUATION."      Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo-- 

The  clock  of  time  seems  to  "be  turning  backward.     Here' s  a  letter  from  a 
friend  of  mine,  telling  about  the  dress  she  wore  when  she  graduated  from  college 
in  1900.     "Yes, -1900,"  she  writes,  "though  I  hate  to  admit  it." 

She'  s  been  looking  at  graduation  dresses  and  materials  for  making  them, 
because  her  small  grand -daught er  is  about  to  graduate  from  Junior  High  School. 

"I've  been  particularly  struck,"  she  says,  "by  the  general  family  resemblance 
in  both  style  and  fabrics  of  present-day  models  to  the  kind  of  graduation  dress  I 
myself  wore  at  the  turn  of  the  century.    My  mother  and  I  chose  organdie,  after 
.discussing  the  merits  of  dotted  Swiss,  batiste,  and  point  d'espirt.     The  last  was 
a  sort  of  dotted  net,  which  I  haven'  t  seen  for  years.     It  was  something  like  the 
nets  now  used  with  little  embroidered  flowers  on  them.    We  didn' t  have  as  many 
interesting  kinds  of  fabric  to  choose  from  then  as  one  does  now. 

"My  dress  had  a  very  full  skirt,  shirred  to  the  waist  line.     It  was  floor 
length,  finished  with  a  lace  and  organdie  flounce  that  was  five  or  six  yards  around 
the  bottom  and  about  12  inches  deep.     Now,  I  ask  you,  wouldn' t  that  general  idea 
pass  muster  for  a  graduation  dress  today?" 

I  put  this  question  to  Miss  Clarice  Scott,  clothing  specialist  of  the  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  asking  her  to  tell  me  something 
about  present-day  materials  for  graduation  frocks.    And  I  have  her  reply  in  good 
time  for  many  of  you  to  apply  to  your  own  daughter'  s  graduation  dress  problems. 
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Miss  Scott  says  that  there  has  been  a  marked  return  of  the  filmy,  billowy,  long, 
full-skirted  styles  of  dresses,  especially  in  cotton  of  all  kinds »  and  that  many  of 
these  designs  and  the  newer  cotton  fabrics,  are  being  chosen.     They're  especially 
suitable  for  evening  graduations  or  for  very  formal  afternoon  ceremonies  where  the 
students  like  to  have  a  type  of  dress  that  can  be  worn  afterwards  all  summer  for 
parties.    My  friend'  s  1900  frock  was  not  so  far  away  from  dresses  you  can  see  in 
any  fashion  book  or  department  store.     Only  it'  s  my  guess  that  she  had  a  smaller 
waistline  than  her  grand-daughter'. 

Miss  Scott  also  pointed  out,  however,  that  many  students  prefer  tailored 
graduation  dresses,  especially  for  wear  under  academic  robes.     The  style  chosen  to 
go  under  a  robe  must  be  simple  and  flat  in  cut,  or  the  sweet  girl  graduate  v/ill 
look  very  bulky.    And  since  graduations  come  in  June,  and  June  days  may  be  very 
warm,  it'  s  wise  to  choose  cotton  fabrics  for  these  under-the-robe  dresses  that  will 
not  make  the  wearer  too  hot. 

In  many  grade  schools  and  high  schools,  the  girls  themselves  will  be  making 
their  graduation  outfits,  either  as  part  of  a  home  economics  project,  or  for  the 
sake  of  economy.     In  some  schools  a  limit  is  set  on  the  cost  of  the  graduation 
dress,  and  there  is  much  friendly  competition  among  students  to  see  who  can  turn 
out  the  most  effective  result  for  a  given  STom.     Cotton  lends  itself  particularly 
well  to  low-cost  dresses,  and  when  styles  are  also  limited  to  sports  or  street 
types,  each  graduate  has  a  practical  addition  to  her  summer  wardrobe  after  she 
receives  her  diploma. 

The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  I  understand,  has  lately  been  interested  in 
cotton  summer  dress  designs  and  fabrics  from  the  standpoint  of  the  4-H  club  girls 
who  have  undertaken  clothing  projects.     And  many  of  these  girls  will  be  making 
graduation  outfits.    Even  when  washable  clothing  is  relatively  inexpensive  ready- 
made,  club  girls  often  prefer  to  make  their  own  drosses  for  the  experience. 
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Thoy  also  ciiocse  the  textile  designs  and  colors  they  like,  and  the  dress  patterns, 
r.nd  have  better  fit  and  "better  Workmanship,     Sometiines  the  materials  and  findings 
for  a  wash  dress  cost  fully  as  much  as  a  similar  factory-made  garment,  "but  as  a  rule 
the  material  is  of  "better  quality  and  the  finishing  details  are  more  satisfactory 
to  a  girl  who  takes  pride  in  her  sewing. 

The  Bureau'  s  specialists  have  found  quite  a  variety  of  white  cottons  on  the 
market  suita"ble  for  graduation  dresses.     For  sport  or  street  type  dresses,  cut  is 
more  or  less  limited  to  simple  styles,  "but  the  choice  of  fa"bric  may  "be  wide.  Slu"b 
broadcloth,  pique,  ga"bardine,  cheviot,  and  interesting  nu"b"by  cottons  might  be  chosen. 

Organdie  is  still  a  favorite  for  the  dressy  graduation  frock.  Not  only  the 
sheer  crisp  plain  organdie,  specially  treated  to  retain  its  crispness  through  many 
launderings,  but  also  the  nc-i  crinkled  organdie,  and  shadow-printed  organdie. 
Lawn  is  not  nearly  as  crisp  as  organdie,  but  it  is  sheer  and  suitable  for  the  same 
types  of  dresses  and  lacy  trimmings.  With  the  starchless  finish  it  will  look  like 
new  regardless  of  how  many  times  it  is  washed. 

Fine  voile  is  another  charming  material  for  a  graduation  frock  with  soft 

lines  and  considerable  fullness,     '\roiles  are  often  treated  for  crease  resistance  to 

prevent  t"noir  becoming  limp  and  sleazy  after  use.     Inexpensive  cotton  val  laces  are 

always  suitable  for  trimming  these  sheer  fabrics. 

White  dot  ted  Swi  ss  is  still  popular.     It  has  body  enough  to  take  cotton 
embroidery  trimming  or  insertion  with  ribbons  run  through.     Eyelet  embroidery  is 
liked  for  older  girls,  and  also  cotton  lace.    A  little  browsing  around  the  trimming 
Counter  will  bring  to  light  a  number  of  bandings,  headings,  ready-made  ruffling  and 
emtroidered  braids  for  trimming.     If  these  seem  to  add  too  much  to  the  cost  of  a 
iress,  some  of  them  will  furnish  suggestions  for  trimming  that  could  be  made  at 
home. 

Any  of  the  more  dressy  cotton  materials  used  in  the  soft,  full-length,  full- 
skirted  styles  would  be  just  as  suitable  for  a  simple  summer  wedding  as  for 
graduation. 

I  In  addition  to  its  many  advantages  as  a  comfortable,  washable,  summer  fabric, 

^'^te  cotton  fits  the  budget  for  either  a  graduation  or  a  wedding. 


